PHILOSOPHY 2222
Dr. Scott Stewart

ESSAY ASSIGNMENT

Winter term, 2012
Your essay is due on the last time we meet on April 3. Late essays (i.e., papers received after the beginning of class on April 3) will be penalized 2%/day until April 10.  I will not accept any essays after March 11 (unless you have a legitimate medical excuse supported by a medical document). 

Essays must involve some research outside of the required readings in the course. In particular, I want you to refer to three sources outside of class readings in your essay. Newspaper and popular magazine articles may be used but they can count for  ONLY ONE of your three sources, even if you use more than this.. I am not fussy about which style of citation you use so long as you follow two basic principles: (1) you consistently use one style in your essay (i.e., don’t switch back and forth between, e.g., MLA and APA); and (2) you cite in such a way to make it maximally easy for me as a reader to look up the source you use quickly and efficiently. Finally, you must submit with your essay the first page of every secondary source you cite. If you want some guidance on writing a philosophy paper, please look at the following website for help: http://www.tru.ca/faculty/jmclaughlin/courses/howrit.htm. 
Two electronic sources that you should consider when researching your essay are the following: (1) The Philosopher’s Index and (2) Jstor. The Library has both of these electronic resources and they are invaluable for writing philosophy papers. The Philosopher’s Index is a searchable database that provides titles and abstracts to articles and books written in philosophy. There are no full-text articles here, however: you use this source to find articles that you might want, but then you have to search our Library and/or use interlibrary loan to get the material. Jstor does have full-texts on-line although it is not nearly as comprehensive as The Philosopher’s Index. It should be more than adequate, however, for your purposes. You can also consider more general sources like ebscohost/academic search premiere. Drop by my office (or the Library) for help with these resources if you have trouble figuring them out on  your own. 

Write a four-five page typed essay (double spaced, 12 point font) on one of the following assertions or topics. You can argue either in favour of or against the assertion, but remember in either case, what I am looking for, in terms of content, is that you display an understanding of the material you have read on the subject (including relevant course material and discussion), and that you present me with arguments. Your opinions are fine but need to be defended by arguments in order to be convincing (and to receive good grades).  Of course, you will also be graded on your writing skills.

1. Female genital mutilation is no different than male circumcision and as such we should be tolerant of this practice and allow people from cultures who practice this ritual to continue to do so, both in their own countries and here in Canada. 
2. Female sexual disorder is a terrible disease and we will be better off once a cure for the disease is found. 
