
Case 2:1 When a Couple Disagree Ov~r Abortion
Bob and Linda Thompson are a happily married, middle-class couple. Bob is a 35-year-old Associate Professor of History at the University of Central Ontario. The 32-year-old Linda has spent the past seven years at home caring for their two children, Shannon who is 7 and Shawn who is 5. Linda resigned her position as a hospital nutritionist when Shannon was born in order to provide their children with a loving home environment. Over the years Bob has also been intimately involved in raising Shannon and Shawn. The Thompsons present a
paradigm of shared parenthood.	.
Following Shawn's birth, Bob and Linda decided not to have any more children. Now that their younger child was enroled full-time in primary school, Linda wished to resume her career as a nutritionist. Sterilization was considered, but ultimately rejected; the couple wished to leave their options open just in case they later changed their minds. Instead, Linda was fitted with an IUD.
Despite their efforts to avoid conception, Linda became pregnant. Owing to the irregularity of her menstrual cycle, and to her misidentification of morning sickness with a nasty virus, the pregnancy was
not confirmed until well into the fourth month. When informed of the news, Bob was overjoyed. He really had wanted another child for the past two years, but hesitated to mention it to his wife for fear she might feel pressured to postpone her return to the workforce. But now that she was pregnant, he believed the decision was effectively "out of their hands."
Linda, on the other hand, was anything but happy and insisted on an immediate abortion. She, like her husband, had once thought abortion to be morally wrong. But the prospect of an unwanted pregnancy had caused her to have second thoughts on the matter. Putting

her career plans on hold for another five years was more than she
	could bear.	
Bob was both perplexed and angered by his wife's position, insisting that an abortion was totally out of the question. In his view, such
an act would violate their unborn child's right to life. It would be an
unjust killing of an innocent and defenceless human being, and would also deprive both him and the rest of their family of a welcome addition. He noted that both Shawn and Shannon had been overjoyed when he told them of their mother's pregnancy.
Linda was outraged. She was incensed that the children had been
- informed and strongly opposed the suggestion that the decision was anything but hers to make: Bob countered this with the claim that the decision was a family matter. Linda disagreed, arguing that abortion is a matter of personal conscience for the woman involved. No one has the right to tell a woman what is' to be done with her own body; to impose his or her own moral views. She is not prepared to succumb to attempts by our male-dominated, patriarchal society to relieve women of their freedom to decide what will be done with their own bodies. Furthermore, it is not true that abortion in the fourth month
amounts to killing an innocent human life. It involves at best eliminating the potential for human life - something the two of them had been doing for years by practising contraception. A four-month-old fetus is anything but a human person invested with rights which compete against those of the woman who bears it. It is, to be sure, a potential bearer of rights; but it no more has rights than an acorn has
branches.
Upon hearing his wife's newly expressed views, Bob once again insisted that an abortion would violate the right to life enjoyed by their child from the moment of its conception. He suggested further that the issue could not simply be left to Linda's discretion. It is one thing to respect individual autonomy when no one but the agent herself is seriously affected by her decision. It is quite another to do so when the interests of others are at stake - including one whose very life lay in the balance. Abortion is not a "victimless crime" which can be properly left to individual decision.
	The next week, Linda checked into a local clinic, and over the
objections of her family, had an abortion. Was Bob or Linda right in - this case?

