
Case 4:1 Difficulties with Therapeutic Donor Insemination
Marie (27 years) and Jim (29 years) are an unmarried couple from Waterloo who have lived together for six years. For five of those years Marie has desperately tried to become pregnant. Both want a child very much.
After three years they were referred by their general practitioner to the fertility clinic at a nearby medical centre. Although there was a waiting list and it would take about nine months for an appointment, Marie and Jim put their names on the list.
When their turn finally came round, testing revealed Jim to be suffering from oligospermia (low sperm coUnt). Several unsuccessful attempts at artificial insemination homologous (AIH, insemination with the partner's collected semen) prompted the physician to suggest therapeutic donor insemination (TO I).
Both Marie and Jim, who had been following media coverage-on the topic, expressed several reservations about pursuing the TOI option. What would be the legal status of their child? While the
Ontario Law Reform Commission had recommended that consenting partners be afforded the status of legal parents, their proposal does not have the status of law. Related to this worry was the question,
"Who is the father of a child so conceived?" Can the law by legislative fiat replace the genealogical criterion of parenting with S9cial criteria?
Furthermore, as Roman Catholics, Jim and Marie had some moral reservations about TO!. Hadn't they read somewhere that TOI is a form of adultery and an unnatural intrusion into human reproduction? And what about the possibility of innocent incest? Isn't it possible that their child might meet another TOI child with the same

"biological" father? If so, wouldn't their child be at greater risk of genetic aberrations?
Finally, Jim expressed mild concern over the prospect of his partner being impregnated with another male. He said, "I hate to admit it, but, in a way, a child conceived by TOI would be a constant reminder of my "inadequacy.'"
Under these conditions, should Jim and Marie be provided with TDI?

